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What is a Virtual Resource Map? 

Fully customized, online 
interactive resource map
1. Organize Resources (and find 

new ones)
2. Person Centered Planning!
3. Travel Training!

+



This sounds pretty cool, what can I do with a virtual 
resource guide? 

The digital map is a resource but it’s also an instructional environment. 
We can use the virtual resource map to help students...

● Increase their geographical awareness and knowledge of what’s available to 
them at school and in their community

● Build their daily schedules (school, work, etc.) into the map with customized 
text descriptions and pictures

● Learn how to travel in the community
● Access supports and services
● Participate in social and recreational activities with peers

It can be used during...
● Classroom Instruction
● Coaching Sessions (Such as Pre-ETS Job Exploration)
● Community-Based Instruction
● Transition Planning Meetings (Pre-work and during)
● Travel Training







The best way to learn about what virtual maps can be and 
what they can do is to experience them first hand. 
Time for a guided tour!



Alright, ready to start making your own?
First steps: Navigate to https://www.google.com/mymaps

Be sure that you’re 
logged into your 
gmail account 

beforehand



First steps: 
Use the search bar to type in the name of the town or city you want to focus 
on. This will cause the map to zoom in on where you want to make the 
community resource map.

Click add to map

Resources appear over here



“Layers” are the custom spaces 
that you’ll keep related resources. 
It’s like a folder, but way better.
You can have 10 layers in a map at one 
time. You can put 2,000 resources per 
layer.
You can name these layers whatever 
meets the needs of your students. 
We find it useful to include the following 
layers (might be different when creating 
for students):

● Career Development and Employment
● Community Experiences
● School Experiences (clubs, orgs)
● Academic Readiness and Success
● Independent Living
● Health and Wellness
● Adult services and supports
● Advocacy and Self-Determination
● Family Engagement and Supports
● Person-Centered Planning/Transition planning



Add text

Add Picture 
and video

Customize 
icons



Click the link below to explore the 
example from the webinar!

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1_UW2UenharPXq1col-Cs4khVjLX5B44U&usp=sharing
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